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Whaling, the fur trade and 
badgers - just some of the issues 
raised in your letters... 










latest 
news on 
animal 
welfare 
including 
the 
return of 
otters to 
Britain 
and super- 
model 
Christy 
Turlington. 


Rex Features Today 


Peter Simon is 
no stranger to 
animals - he 
presents the 
BBC television 
show Star Pets. 
Find out what 
he really thinks 
about animals 
in this Animal 
World. 








How can you 
help wild 
animals 

survive this 

year? 

Yolanda 

Brooks 
investigates. 








Bruce Coleman/Hans Reinhard 
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try! 





Have you ever wanted to be a 
vet? RSPCA veterinary surgeon 
Tessa Bailey describes what's 
involved. i 





Ken McKay 


Why did these 
young people 
get together? 
To help the 
RSPCA, of 
course! Animal 
World 
reports... 


Your chance to learn more 
about the golden eagle - read all 
about this majestic bird. 


NHPAJStephen Dalton 
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gives the low-down 
on owning a dog. 
Why are dogs and 
puppies abandoned? 





More pet pictures from animal- 
friendly readers. 


| 
| 
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Another chance for you to earn 
an award by testing your 
animal knowledge. 





TOA 


More pictures and poems from 
creative readers., 





We want to know what you think about 
the RSPCA, animal welfare issues and the 
happy as well as sad experiences yov have 
had with animals. Your letter could win a 
book and £5 to be donated to an RSPCA 
animal home or campaign of your choice. 
Send your letter with your name, age and 
address to: Write On, Animal World, 
RSPCA, Causeway, Horsham, West 
Sussex RHI2 1HG. 





Claire Frayne (12), food traces and used 


World. I find it appalling 
Co Antrim, Northern bedding. On two 


that all furs are used for 
Ireland occasions | have actually is to make people look 
seen movement at dusk good. There is no reason 
when they start to stir. | whatsoever why people 
couldn’t believe how should wear fur. 
lucky | was! The other Hannah Leech (11), 
wildlife there is also Leatherhead, Surrey 
amazing and the badger 
setts are spectacular. 

| therefore have toask TASHION 
myself why people l am writing to agree 
continue to harm badgers with Linda Gerhardi 
in the most inhumane (November/December 
ways. They never stop to 1993 issue) about how 
think how the badgers we don’t want fur coming 
suffer. | cannot back into fashion. Many 
understand how they animals are slaughtered 





am writing in reply to Send your addresses to 
David Glover’s letter Animal World and we'll 
pass them on to Claire. 


in the November/ 
December 1993 issue of 
Animal World. My Dad is 
a farmer and he doesn't 
chop hedges down - he 
only trims them. He has 
been working on farms 
for 30 years and has only 
ever cut one tree down 
(and that was dead). He 
has also planted over 
150 new trees in return. 
Not all farmers are 





destroying the y could harm these just for their fur. | get 
countryside. wonderful creatures. angry when I see people 
Gemma Sykes (9), adgers Rebecca Clegg (14), wearing fur and even fake 
Wintersett, West live in a small country Wiltshire fur clothing is bad 
Yorkshire village in Wiltshire, because it encourages 


well known for its Fi Ing tur people to feel that fur is 
idic beautiful woodlands. am writing to say that ‘fashionable’. | would 
f nas Some of the woodlands | totally and utterly much rather see the coat 
Le summer | went have badgers in them. agree with the news on its original owner - 
onan RSPCA Animal Over the last two years! story Fur Fight in the the animal. 
Trek to Longlands Field have been studying their November/ December Kate Richards (12), 
Study and Research setts, paw prints, signs, 1993 issue of Animal Bexley, Kent 
Centre in Devon. The e 
holiday was called 
‘Animals of the Moor pee, 
and Shore’. | made lots * EARS 
of new friends, but | have TER: 
lost. their addresses. | a DT igh people this, Norway v 
would love to hear from es Pp whaling so that peop! eU e 
them again - so ifanyof P written to the lNorwegian Embassy abou 
them read this, please a he whaling must stop - the pain the animals go thro 
write to me. | would Uu UU AU mooie Ura AZ) a Ue aT 
especially like to hear ie Eoo Please nelp 
from all my friends in the EASELS , : EvO 
Lynney dormitory. U aa 
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Rex cures! Today 





Welcome return: Otter numbers are increasing in some 
parts of Britain. 
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| Top model Christy 

| Turlington has joined 

| the campaign to 

| persuade people not 

| to wear fur coats. 

| Caring Christy can be 
| seen in posters 

| across the United 

| States saying 'I'd 

| rather go naked than 
| wear fur'. She joins 


| who believe that fur 

| is unfashionable and 

| cruel. The RSPCA 

ni i says that traps used 
tot trap animals like 


wolves for their fur can leave them suffering for days 
while animals raised on fur farms are not used to 
being bred in captivity and can suffer great stress. 


THE 
CLUB 


Animal World 

readers living in 

East Sussex 

have a great 

opportunity to 

meet other 

animal- 

friendly 

people in a fantastic 

woodland setting near Hastings. 

The new Mallydams Animal Action Club is 
based at the RSPCA’s Mallydams Wildlife 
Sanctuary and Study Centre and the first 
club get-together will take place on 
Wednesday 6 April 1994. 

If you would like to find out more about 
animal welfare and take part in lots of 
exciting activities, send an A4, stamped, 
SAE to Helen White, RSPCA, Mallydams 
Wood, Peter James Lane, Fairlight, 
Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4AH, for a 
club programme. 
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Continued from p 5 


WILD 


Horse 
saved 
from 
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‘Recovering w 

Jayne Cooper- 


AGAIN 


After several months of 

expert RSPCA care over 25 
hedgehogs rescued during 

the winter are getting ready 

to be released back into the - ' 
wild. The hedgehogs, many 

of them orphaned and 
underweight, were brought 

in to the RSPCA’s West 






‘Birmingham Post & Mail 


cruelty 


Hatch Wildlife Hospital near Taunton in Somerset. 
They will be released at specially selected sites and monitored to make 
sure they can cope with life in the wild. 


A thoroughbred horse 
fer Cee mc 
has been rescued by 
RSPCA inspectors. 
Owners, Robert and 
Theresa Weigold who 
live in Cynon Valley, 
south Wales failed to 
call a vet when the 
horse injured its 
tongue. They were both 
found guilty of causing 
unnecessary suffering by 
Caerphilly magistrates 
and Mr Weigold was 
ordered to carry out 40 
hours community 
service. His wife was 
given a two-year 
conditional discharge. 


Nigel Rolstone 


Welfare standards: Pigs 
will be amongst the first 
animals to benefit from 
the RSPCA’s food labelling 
scheme. 
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The RSPCA has found a way to help improve the lives 
of millions of farm animals reared in Britain each year 
for food. The Society has drawn up welfare standards 
to make sure that farm animals are well cared for 
during every stage of their lives. 

Assessors will visit farms and award an RSPCA 
certificate of approval if the high standards of welfare 
are maintained. These farms will then be able to label 
their products with a special RSPCA mark of 
endorsement. 

The RSPCA believes that the success of the 
scheme depends on people buying meat and eggs 
marked with the new label. By choosing these 
products you can help to raise the standard of farm 
animal welfare. It will take a little time to establish our 
scheme but in a future issue of Animal World we hope 
to unveil the new label and tell you which products to 
look for and where to buy them. 

























Metropolitan Police 






A new life: 
and RSPCA 











‘Sam 77° 


Inspect 


with PC Keen 
or Dockery, 








Colourful collage: The 
winner of the 12 years and 
under category. 








Clever creation: The winner of the 13-17 years section. 


A German shepherd dog rescued by the 
RSPCA is starting a new life in London 
working with the Metropolitan Police Force. 
The deg now known as ‘Sam 77’ was found 
Starving at a house in Deptford, south London 
by RSPCA Inspector Stephen Dockery. The 
case was taken to court and Sam’s owner was 
banned from keeping dogs for seven years. 
The Metropolitan Police took an interest in 
Sam and after passing his medical he attended 
the Police Dog Training School at Keston in 
Kent. ‘Sam 77’ passed with flying colours and is 
now working on the streets of London. PC 
Gregory Keen, who works with Sam, said: “He's 
shaping up really well. We're a great team and I 
wouldn't want to part with him.” 


ON THE BEAT 


Taking part: Carol 
Royale joins the live 


Star 
Support 


Actress Carol 
Royale joined top 
celebrities to 
draw attention 
to the plight of 
animals 
transported on 
long journeys to 
the Continent 
for slaughter. 
Millions of 
animals suffer 
journeys in 
cramped 
conditions with 
no food, rest or 
water for up to 
50 hours. The 
RSPCA wants to 
see an eight-hour 
limit to these 
journeys. Carol, 
and actresses 
Julie Christie and 
Annette Crosbie, 
joined others to 
sign a 
declaration 
calling on the 
British 
government and 
the European 
Union to end the 
suffering. 
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Life in the wild can be 
tough for any animal. But 
chances of survival are 
slim with threats like 
hunting, trapping and 
road traffic accidents. 
Yolanda Brooks looks at 
how the RSPCA works to 
improve the chances of 
survival for British 
wildlife. 











pring is the time when most 
& British wild animals are born. 

Right now fledglings (baby 
birds), fox cubs, leverets (baby hares), 
badger cubs and countless other baby 
animals are getting their first taste of 
life. Unfortunately many will not live 
long enough to see their first 
birthday. lt's a tricky business staying 
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alive in the wild but we can all do 
our bit to keep wildlife thriving in 
the UK. 

Most wild animals in Britain have 
no legal protection from cruelty. If 
someone ill-treats a pet, they can be 
taken to court, fined or even sent to 
prison. But if someone is cruel to a 
wild animal, they are likely to get 
away with it because wild animals 
do not have the same protection as 
farm and pet animals. 

The RSPCA is campaigning to get 
the law changed to give them 
greater protection. 


Snare aware 

Some snares (wire nooses tied to 
heavy objects which trap anything 
caught in them) are still legal in the 
UK; wild animals and even pets are 
at risk. The RSPCA is campaigning 
to ban all snares says the head of 
the Society's wildlife department, 
Arthur Lindley. 

“Many animals are left to suffer 
for hours and even days before they 
are put out of their misery,” he says. 
“These snares are not humane and 
should be banned completely.” 

You can help the RSPCA in its 
campaign to ban cruel traps by 
calling your local RSPCA (the 
number is in the phone book) if you 
see a live animal trapped in a snare 
or are concerned about snares that 
have been set in your area. 


Under threat: Hares are killed because 
of the cruel blood sport of hare 
coursing. 














Blood sports ' 

The RSPCA believes that blood 
sports (fox-hunting, stag hunting, hare 
coursing etc) are both unnecessary 
and cause great suffering. Around 
12,500 foxes and 130 stags are killed 
every year because of hunting. A 
recent Gallup poll showed 80 per 
cent of the public are against fox- 
hunting. Many local councils in the 
UK have already banned hunting on 
land they own and this is making it 


very difficult for the hunts to operate. 


You can do your bit to help stop 
hunting by writing to your local MP 
(name and address from your local 
library) explaining why you think fox- 
hunting should be banned. 


Emergency help 


RSPCA animal hospitals work hard to 


save the lives of wild animals that are 
orphaned or have been injured in 
accidents ranging from oil spills to 
traffic accidents. In 1993, thousands 
of wild animals were treated by the 
RSPCA. Many of these will have been 





Aquila/B Speake 





Colin Carver 






icti 3 i ‘ illed ry year because of hunting 
Blood sport victim: About 130 red deer stags are killed every year because of hunting. 


taken to the Society’s wildlife centres 
- West Hatch in Somerset, Norfolk 


` Wildlife Hospital and Mallydams in 


East Sussex. Wildlife casualties are 
also treated at other RSPCA homes 
and clinics. Some of the animals saved 
during 1993 included swans, 
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hedgehogs, weasels and buzzards. 

The RSPCA always hopes that 
these animals can be released back 
into the wild. But only when RSPCA 
staff are convinced that an animal can 
look after itself, will it be allowed to 
leave their care. 








FLPA/H Clark 


Protected species: Badgers are one of the few protected wild animals in Britain. 


Pick up a pen and write down what 
you think. Don’t just write to your 
MP, write to your local paper on the 
wildlife issues you care about. Your 


Many of the animĝis treated by the 
RSPCA have been hit by a car or 
other vehicle. If you are a passenger 
in a car, and you are driving in a 
country area, ask the driver to slow 
down to avoid hitting wild animals. 

The RSPCA relies on members of 
the public to carry out important 
animal welfare work. If you see an 
animal in distress, try and get an adult 
to help. If you need extra help, call 
your local RSPCA. 


Rubbish is also very dangerous to 
wildlife. Last year, RSPCA inspectors 
dealt with 2,000 cases involving 
animals injured or killed because of 
litter. You could organise a litter pick, 
supervised by an adult, to help get rid 
of rubbish that is a danger to wildlife. 
Also remember to dispose of your 
own litter carefully. For more 
information, send an A5, stamped, 
self-addressed envelope marked 
‘litter leaflet’, to the RSPCA supplies 
department at our usual address. 
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Wildlife care: Hedgehogs are just one of the species treated at RSPCA centres. 


letter may persuade someone else to 
take an interest in animal welfare. 
Letter writing and campaigning 
works, explains the RSPCA'S political 
expert Phil Cole. “Badgers are just 
one of the animals to be protected 
after many years of campaigning by 
the Society and letter writing by 
supporters. Only 20 years ago, 
badgers faced all sorts of dangers. ` 
People could interfere with their 
setts and even kill them for no 
reason. Today all that has changed. 
Thanks to the efforts of the RSPCA 
and other animal welfare groups, the 
badger is one of the most protected 
wild animals in Britain,” he explains. 


oll 


Get a friend to join the RSPCA. Not 
only will they find out more about 
wild animals, they will be able to read 
about all the latest animal welfare 
campaigns and what they can do to 
help. 

Head of the RSPCA'S wildlife 
department Arthur Lindley says that 
changing attitudes will help to protect 
more wild animals in the UK. “Wild 
animals are the least protected in the 
UK. We have to work together to 
persuade the politicians that wild 
animals deserve the same protection 
as other animals.” 





RSPCA/Stuart Harrop 








SPRING BABIES 


Match the baby animals with their parents. 


FLEDGLING 
TADPOLE 
FAWN 
LEVERET 
FOAL 

KIT 
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HARE 
HORSE 
WEASEL 
DEER 
FROG 
BIRD 
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Help the camel find its way through the maze. 


FISH FUN 
Following the popularity of the goldfish in our readers’ poll last year, Tetra - 
a world leader in fish treatments and food - would like to say a big thank 
you to all our Animal World readers by giving away 20 Tetra Club sports 
bags. All you have to do is study the fish word search and find the 
following words. ee 





TETRA 

CLUB 

POND 

WATER 

NET 

TENCH 

WELL 

FILTER 

Han Once you have found all the words cut out the 

KOI grid and attach it to a postcard or the back of a 

PURE sealed envelope together with your name, age and 
address and send it to the usual RSPCA address. 

MARSH Mark your entries: TETRA BAG/Animal World. 

BARB Closing date: 30 April 1994. 
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Hard work 


Vets must be totally committed to 
their job, says Tessa Bailey, veterinary 
surgeon at the RSPCA’s animal 
hospital in Putneyy London. “You're 
going to have to work hard before 
you qualify, and when you do qualify 
it’s very demanding work,” she says. 
ia een aU geU Ya | 
Creatures Great and Small!” 

It’s certainly not a nine to five job. 
Vets may have long anti-social hours 
and their work often has to come 
first. Many vets will hold surgeries 
(when they see pets that people have 
brought in for treatment) until seven 
or eight in the evening. And vets are 
often on call every two or three days, 
so that they can’t leave their home 
and go out in case there is an 
emergency. 


Hands on 


Tessa has always enjoyed having 





animals about. “We used to have all 


sorts,” she says. “Dogs, gerbils, 
Uu EE EEC 
OA i Le TR ALLAU 
other animals, in kennels and at 
stables. When she was 15 she helped 
out at a veterinary clinic on Saturdays. 
Anyone who wants to be a vet should 
Uo eu LEEI 
especially if they don’t have pets at 
home. It is only through contact with 
animals that you learn how to handle 
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them and how to be comfortable and 
confident, says Tessa. “You find out 
how mucky it can be. It can be smelly 
and very hard work, but it will give 
you an idea of the routine and how 
demanding the animals are - because 
UAN A ui UL S AG 
ill.” Universities also look out for this 
type of experience when you apply for 
a place on a veterinary course. 


Tough training 


To be a vet you need to study science 
subjects. Tessa was already sitting her 






ar 


O-levels (as GCSEs used to be called) 
in arts subjects when she decided she 
wanted to be a vet. She had to 
change direction completely and she 
had to cope with chemistry A-level 
without ever having done the O- 
level! 

Veterinary science is even harder 
to get into than medicine, because 
there are fewer places available. After 
her A-levels, Tessa trained to be a vet 
at Bristol University. Following three 
years of hard academic work she 
then spent two years doing practical 
experience. She worked alongside a 
vet and did everything the vet did 
(including being on call during the 
night in case of emergencies). 


â 


On the job 


Part of Tessa’s job is answering letters 
and queries, sorting out operation 
timetables, and telephoning. On most 
days she spends half a day performing 
operations. She also holds surgeries 
for people who bring in their pets. 
` About a fifth of the animals she sees 

are wild animals, brought in by the 
RSPCA's ambulance service, or by 
people who have found them. She has 
(anc y A LE] 
hedgehogs, sguirrels, foxes and 
sometimes badgers and deer. She has 
also treated snakes and a tarantula. 

Tessa says the best bit about the 
job is seeing an animal she has treated 
go home or be released. “It’s really 
Cy EL £R 

Animals which are frightened, 








nervous or in pain can become violent. 


Most vets get bitten a lot in their first 
Nu A AL] 
that an animal might get aggressive. 
Tessa was once bitten by an Alsatian 
with an injured leg. She learned a big 
lesson from the experience: always 
make sure you've got room to back 
off! Usually it is wild animals like 
badgers which are the most 
dangerous, because they think they 
CA uu i CH 
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No time to be soft 


Sometimes, no matter what Tessa 
does, an animal just won’t make it. But 
she can’t stop working, no matter 
how upset she is. “You don’t allow the 
sad side of it to grind you down so 
much that you can’t do your job well,” 
she says. 

But you can’t be too tough either. 
“You've got to be able to understand 
how the owners are feeling,” says 
a cU 
lost animals yourself. If you haven't 
you don’t really understand why 
owners are so upset and worried 
when things go wrong with their 
iN 


TRAINING FACTS 


To gualify as a vet you have to go 
to one of the six universities which 
offer degrees in veterinary 
medicine: Bristol, Liverpool, 
Cambridge, Glasgow, Edinburgh 
and London. Most courses last for 
five years. You need three good 
science A-levels to get in (2As and 
a B) in biology, chemistry, and 
either maths or physics. Even with 
these grades many people are not 
accepted, 

Newly gualified vets can expect 
to earn about £12,000/£13,000 a 
year. Established vets in private 
practice could earn up to 
£40,000/£50,000 per annum 


For further information contact: 
Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, 32 Belgrave Sguare 
London, SW1X 8QP 

Tel: 071 235 4971 
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RSPCA Animal Action Club 
members are an active bunch. 
There are close to 70,000 of you 
who raise money, write letters of 
protest to your MPs, help animals 
in trouble and generally speak 
your minds about animal welfare. 
From the RSPCA, a big thank you 
and keep up the good work. 


Halifax Courier Ltd 


Pupils from Hainsworth 
Moor Middle School in 
Queensbury, Bradford 
took time out from their 
lessons to boost funds for | 
the RSPCA. Palm | 
reading was just one of 
the many fund-raising 
activities the pupils took 
part in. Altogether they 
raised £333. 
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CAKE SAL 
Five eight year olds from St Peter’s Junior 
School in Ruddington, Nottingham helped out 
the RSPCA's Radcliffe-on-Trent animal 
shelter by selling cakes at school during break 
times. Laura Strickland, Laura Stubbs, Leanne 
Foss, Jenny Padget and Jenna Parrott baked 
over 100 cakes and made £15. 

They were rewarded with a visit to the 
animal shelter where they met some of the 
animals they had helped. 


Matthew Turton, 10; 
Andrew Sutcliffe, 10; Beth 
Robinson, 12, and Joe 
Shipman, 8, from 
Highroad Well in Halifax 
raised an amazing £55 for 
their local RSPCA animal 
home. The busy 
yocungsters held a jumble 
sale and washed cars. 





S y a a 


“a 
CHARITY 
CONCERT 
Elly Clark, her cousins 
and friends showed off 
their talents when they 
performed a showbiz 
extravaganza. 
Gymnastics, dance 
routines, music, singing 
and acting were on the 
programme and the 


friends raised £41 for 
their efforts. 
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Bristol Evening Post 


Keen Animal Action 
Club members Amy 
Noble, 12, and 
Catherine Singleton, 
|4, from Cherry 
Willingham in Lincoln 
set up shop to raise 
£66.40 for the 
RSPCA. Catherine's 
sister Jane helped out 
too. 

In the past two 
years the girls have 
raised a staggering 
£300 to help animals. 
A big well done for all 
their hard work and 
efforts. 
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Three friends 
from Pértishead 


their spare time 
to help the 
RSPGA. Katie 
Hyde and Laura 
and Nicola Webb, 
« held a bring and 
buy sale in Katie’s 
garage and raised 
£45.75. 


in Bristol gave up 


I HUMBERSIDE COUT 


FREDERICK GOUGH 
SCHO 


(ASHBY AN#= RE) 


John Maiden 





as BEG AGEEIUIN 
Ouick-thinking Mark Craig, 11, from 
Humberside saved a hedgehog trapped 
down a hole in an electricity sub-station. 
He attached a margarine carton filled 
with food to a pole to feed the 
hedgehog until he could get help from 
the RSPCA. The RSPCA was very 
impressed and presented Mark with the 
Society's Certificate of Merit and free 
membership to the Animal Action Club. 


SHORT REPORTS 

@ Animal-friendly pals, Jenny Grant, 8, Lizzie 
White, 10, Jodie Platt, 8, and Georgia Grant, 10, 
raised £50 from a bring and buy sale for their 
local RSPCA animal home in Halifax. 

@ Sophie Dodgson, Charlotte Crosby, Angela 
and Alison George from Hull held a garden 
party to raise £76 for the RSPCA. 

@ Caring friends Lucy Tweedale, Claire Rhodes 
and Katharine Rourke raised £15.43 for the 
RSPCA after holding a jumble sale. 

& Hard-working Brownies from the Ist 
Llandegla Brownies, in Clwyd, Wales raised £20 
for the RSPCA after taking part in a sponsored 
polishing session. 

@ Students from Year Eight of the Chaucer 
Technology School in Canterbury put on their 
hiking boots for a demanding |6km hike in the 
countryside. Their energetic efforts raised £540 
for the Society. 

@ David, Rachel and Emma Snowden, together 
with their friends Hannah and Harriet Perry 
raised a fantastic £180 after running a stall selling 
donated items in Hornsea, Humberside. 

@ Three hundred terrific toe tappers from the 
Discoworld School of Dance in Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire boogied the night away to 






raise an amazing £1,210 for the RSPCA. 

& Busy bodies Karen Elliott and Anna Brown, 
both |l, held a bring and buy sale, a sponsored 
swim and a litter pick in Sheffield to raise £22 
for the RSPCA. 
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A Fruit Bat Called 


BOOKS 
A Fruit Bat Called 
Angelica 
Published by: Adelphi 
Press 
Price: £4.95 Available 
from: All good 
bookshops 
Read about a year in the 
life of Angelica a fruit bat. 
Packed with colourful 
illustrations - you’re sure 
to be bats about this 
book! 
We have five to give away to the first readers drawn on 


Sandie Sowler 


the closing date who can answer this question. Bats have 


tails. True or False? Answers to: FRUIT/Animal World. 


Tan] 
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From: Pretty Ugly 
Pottery Company Price: 
£5.99 Available from: 
Various gift shops 

For further information 
contact Pretty Ugly Pottery 





Company, 76 Halewood Road, Liverpool L25 5PF 
Tel: 051 428 1274 

Sip your favourite drink from one of these unique 
animal mugs. Handmade so that no two mugs are 
the same. There are lots of animal designs to 
choose from too! 


From: The Health & 
- Diet Company Prices 
range from: £1.99 - 
£2.19 Available from: 
Health shops throughout the UK 

For further information telephone 0204 707420. 
Not tested on animals and made from natural 
ingredients. Suitable for vegans and vegetarians. 
Win a Marshmallow and Rosemary shampoo by 
unscrambling the anagram GOONEAR to find a 
herb. The first ten correct answers drawn on the 
closing date will win. Answers to: 
MARSHMALLOW/Animal World. 








‘so Mil WANT TO KNOW ABOUT... 


re Pee es wr 


Golden eagles are very rare. So if you 
catch sight of one soaring high above the 
mountain crags, it'll! be a moment to 
remember. Tamsin Constable flies to the 
skies with this stunning and majestic bird. 


here are only about 250 pairs of 

golden eagles in Britain living 
mainly ìn the bleak open mountain 
areas of the rugged Scottish Highlands 
and Islands. They can be found 
elsewhere in the northern 
hemisphere, mostly in Scandinavia and 
Eastern Europe but also in other 















Bruce Coleman/Dennis Green 
GE 


Y TRI Fae Courting, 
nesting and 
YA 


agles 





Swooping on 
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Flying high: A golden eagle swoops in for the kill 








Bruce Goleman/Jose Luis Gonzalez Grande z 





Feeding time: Eaglets get fed in their eyrie 
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So you want to 


get a 


A dog's life for you? 
Lots of people want a dog of their 
own. They imagine romping around 
with a cute, pudgy puppy with big 
brown eyes and floppy ears. Or they 
dream of racing across sunny hills 
with their doggy best friend. But 
owning a dog is an enormous 
responsibility. The puppy stage only 
lasts a few weeks, and then you've 
got a grown creature whose health 
and happiness depend totally on you 
and your family. 

Dogs need loads of attention, love 
and patience. They're expensive, and 
they also take up a lot of time. The 
RSPCA says: If you want a dog, think 
again. Then think once more. After all 
that thinking, maybe you'll be sure 
that you could give a dog a good 
home. Caring for a dog can be very 
rewarding. But once you've got it, 
you've got it for its whole lifetime. 
This is a decision you can't go back 
on. Getting rid of a dog because 
you're bored with it, or find it too 
much work, is horribly unfair. 





Where will you be in 
15 years? 

You've probably never had to think 
so far ahead. School days don’t finish 
until you are 16 or 18, and that 
seems far enough as it is. But if you 
want a dog, you have to think 15 
years on. Because that's how long 
some dogs can live. So, if you're 10 
now, it could still be alive when 
you're 25! 

The chances are that you'll have 
left home by then. “Parents usually 
end up looking after their childrens' 
pets when their children have gone,” 





says Terence Bate, the RSPCA's 
chief veterinary officer. His main 
rule is that everyone should 
understand exactly what getting a 
dog means. “Above all else the 
parents must accept ultimate 
responsibility for the animal,” he 
says. “That's the most important 
thing. Even though it's the child that 
gets a dog, even though it's the child 
that looks after it and does the day- 
to-day work.” 

Terence's second rule is this: 
never ever give a pet as a surprise 
for someone. People often say how 





illustrations by Woody 






much they'd love a puppy. Often it's 
the IDEA of having one that they 
love. If you told them about all the 
hard work, they probably wouldn’t be 
so keen. All the attention and 
excitement wears off after a few 
weeks, when the puppy is no longer a 
cute, bouncy novelty. So the dog gets 
abandoned. The problem is so big 
that the RSPCA doesn’t let anyone 
adopt a dog or any other animal for a 
couple of weeks before Christmas, to 
stop them being given as presents. 


Can I have a puppy? 
Sometimes parents get so fed up with 
children asking for a dog that they go 
ahead and get one just to shut them 
up! “This is a recipe for disaster,” 
says Tony Glue, superintendent at 
the RSPCA’s Millbrook Animal 
Centre in Surrey. “Parents should not 
get a puppy just to satisfy their 
children. They must want it too.” 





The best way to decide if the 
whole family is keen to adopt a dog is 
to sit down and talk it out. “There 
must be a lot of family discussion, and 
the child must be part of it,” says 
Terence Bate. “It’s not just the child’s 
pet; it’s the family’s pet too.” 


Call a family meeting 
Here are some points you and your 
family should discuss. Write down 
the important ones so you can all go 
away and think about them carefully. 
Dogs need loads of company and 
attention. They should never be left 
alone for more than four hours. Is 
everyone out at school or at work all 
day? Dogs left home alone get really 
fed up and often end up barking all 









day. Abandoning them when they 
could suffer (mentally as well as 
physically) is also illegal. 

2 Who's paying? Dogs aren't cheap. 
Dogs need food, trips to the vet, 
insurance, kennels, toys, baskets, 
leads and collars and more. In 1993, ìt 
cost just over £7,000 to keep an 
average-sized mongrel for 15 years. 
That's the same as two family 
holidays of a lifetime somewhere 
exotic, ten top-of-the-range mountain 
bikes, or 28,000 bags of salt and 
vinegar crisps. 

B Dogs need at least one long walk a 
day, and two walks a day is ideal. 
That’s a lot of walking, and you can’t 
skive off if it's dark, cold and wet. 

4 Dogs like to be fed at the same 
time each day. Is your family too 
busy? Do you go away at weekends? 
Could you take the dog with you? 

5 Is your garden properly fenced in? 


Are there flowers and vegetables that 
someone's fussy about? Are you 
prepared to clear up the dog mess 
every day? Keeping a dog if you don't 
have a garden just isn't fair. 

© One person should be responsible 
for training, preferably taking the dog 
to a proper training centre. Who'll 
do that? 


If you*re still serious 
Young people can make brilliant dog 
owners, as long as they know exactly 
what they're taking on. lf you've 
really thought about getting a dog, 
and your parents are prepared to be 
fully responsible, then by all means go 
ahead. 

The RSPCA prefers people to 
avoid pet shops.. If you read the last 
Animal World you'll Know that many 
puppies are born in illegal puppy 
farms where bitches spend their 
whole lives having 


litters. The puppies are often in really 
bad condition. 

If you want a puppy, you must go 
to see it with its mother. The puppy 
should stay with its mother until it is 
eight weeks old. Good signs are 
bright, clear eyes and a good coat. 
Bad ones are signs of diarrhoea, fleas, 
and lumps and bumps. 

Better still, adopt a dog from an 
RSPCA shelter. Most aren’t puppies, 
but they do badly need a loving, 
caring home. The RSPCA takes great 
care to match the right dog with the 
right family. “We don’t want people 
to bring a dog back to us,” says Tony 
Glue. “What we do want is for them 
to come back in ten or fifteen years 
(or whenever the dog dies) and say, 
‘That was really wonderful. We'd like 
to do it all over again.” 


Tamsin Constable 
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Lu cc | 
cat ward. Here we have three 
tA AUU 4 
to be fixed - all of which have 
been in “red Again, this 





since an o” a needing 
A and syringe feeding for 
days after their operations. 





0.30am My first operation 
is on one of the cats with a 
eU A, 
simple matter to fix the jaw 
UU A iu ol Ts 
work comes afterwards. Many 
broken jaws occur when cats 
fall off balconies, although this 
cu Mer oo Uy mold 
day’s patients’ accidents. 
Please make sure this can't 
happen to your cat. 








9m The Dobermann 
yne y has died after a three- 
day battle to save him. The 
reports nurse phones the 
ites to give her the sad 
news. Not a nice job. 





; n Afternoon clinic - it 
seems s'that everybody is 
pouring in. Within hal 
hour | have seen another two 
(a oro ET 
admit for fluid therapy. 

Uu a] 
‘warmer, we also see more 
cat flu cases and there are 
uu uu 
This is another preventable 
UL Responsible pet 











flu is not usually fatal it 
‘sometimes needs extensive 
ig (lnc 


After the last 
patient, th there is a lull and I 
have a cup of tea before 
shecking some of the 
A E LenS 
RSPCA headquarters and 
confirm the time of a meeting 
ole MiP (AQ TOY eM DATO AC 
calls and it is 5.30pm. My day, 
as usual, has flown by. 













To win your Bronze, answer at 
eee sural SLE 
nu ul eel ny LS 
questions correctly in our Care 
Award quiz. You'll get a sticker 
for your efforts. When you have 
three stickers (new or old) in your 
Care Award record book send it 
to us to get your Bronze and 


A Silver wil involve gettin, 

down to some genuine i 
wildlife Watching, You 
to undertake an anim 
Project such as cle; 
Pond or studying 


al 
aring a 
" a wild 
animal in your garden. Or 
even taking an animal 


Silver badge details. study course at an 
Peer acces ep study centre, 
with a STAMPED, SAE (25m x nce you have received 
30cm) to the Animal Action Club your Silver badge and 
mu RSPCA address. ae only then will 
on how LS you the details 
© go for Gold, 


Name 





ll need 


ANIMAL ACTION A ARD 





Bronze Care Award Questions 
All the answers to these questions can be found in this 
issue of Animal World. f 


(MC E 
a Pet Project 

laa 

c Star Wars 


7 Which top model has 
spoken out about fur? 

a Cindy Crawford 

b Naomi Campbell 

¢ Christy Turlington 

2 Badger homes are 
called: 

co 

b Sheds 

c Hides 


8 Which British 
mamnmal is making a 
comeback? 

a Wolves 

b Otters 

3 Tessa Bailey works at: c Hares 

a Norfolk Wildlife Hospital 

b Putney Animal Hospital 9 Golden eagle nests 
c Holby General Hospital are? 

a Spookies 

b Bolt holes 

ui 








@ Peter Simon’s dog is 
called? 

a Nero 

b Robert De Niro 

c Emperor Nero 


l 9 Which RSPCA 
campaign does Carol 
Royale support? 

a Don't wear fur 

iU i i) 
c_ Live transport 


5 How many golden 
eagles live in Britain? 
GW ig 

IF. 

c 40,000 pairs ii Natalie Aye won the: 
a_ Rubbish as Art comp 

b Rubbish comp 

au aT yn) 


6 A puppy should stay 
with its mother for: 

a Six months 

b Eight days 

c Eight weeks 


12 Five Star Affair is: 
a Apop group 

b A hotel 

Ed 


i3 NVQ stands for: 

a Nice Velvet Quiff 

b National Vocational 
Qualification 





Address 


c Not very quick 








When you have three stickers send your completed Care Award record book to: Animal Action Club, RSPCA, 
Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex RHi2 IHG. FOR A REPLY, ENCLOSE A STAMPED SAE. 


14 Think carefully 
before getting a dog 
because 


yee) a) 
country areas because 





HOW TO JOIN 


RSPCA Animal Action 
Club members are an 
important part of our 
national charity- 
Membership is open to all 


young people up to the 
age of |7 who care about 
the welfare of animals. 
Each Animal Action 
Club member 
receives six copies a 
year of their own 
magazine Animal 
World and, when first 
joining, a folder, special 
membership badge, 
stickers, membership card 
and Care Award record 
book. 

RSPCA Animal Action 
Club membership costs 
£4.50 a year. If you would 
like to join simply fill in 


To write to someone on this list, send your letter 
showing the number and the name of the 
penfriend you have chosen to: Penfriends, at our 
usual address. We will then forward your letter. 


) 39 Catch up with speedy 
Laura (I I) from 
Huddersfield. She loves 
roller-blading, cycling and 
canoeing. 

) Kick off a 
correspondence 
with football 
crazy Andrew 
(10) from 
Oxfordshire. He 
would like a male 
penpal. 

p&i Get in 
tune with 
musical Tochi (17) 
from Nigeria. She 






loves singing, dancing and 
playing the piano. 

Sian (15) from Dyfed 
enjoys drawing, cycling, and 
tennis. The ball’s in your court 
if you're a girl aged 15-17! 

= #3 If music is 
| your passion you'll 
strike a chord with 
Namita (I 1) from 
Surrey. She plays 
the recorder, 
violin and Indian 
tunes on the 
piano. 
Write to 
Jenine (8) from 


the form above and send 
it, together with a 
cheque, made payable to 
RSPCA, or a postal order 
for £4.50 (please do not 


Sonia Bradshaw, 17, of 
Watton in Norwich 
gained the RSPCA's 
Animal Action Award 
after working as a 
volunteer at a local 
veterinary surgery. 
Sonia also 
completed an 
excellent project 
on her work 
there. She is 
shown here with 
her well-earned 
certificate. 


Walsall. She enjoys 
swimming, music, art and 
collecting books. 

) Tee off a letter to golf- 
loving Andrew (12) from 
Fife in Scotland. He belongs 
to five different animal clubs! 

$46 Sara (15) from 
County Durham wants to 
hear from boys with a sense 
of humour. She likes outdoor 
activities and thinks that Take 
That are awful. 

Get drenched with 
Caroline (12) from Devon. 
She goes surfing, swimming 
and canoeing. She also enjoys 


send cash) to: 

RSPCA Animal Action 
Club, Causeway, 
Horsham, West Sussex 
RHI2 IHG. 















reading - when she’s dry! 
Squeaky clean Jennie 
(10) from Hull collects soaps 
and hates tidying her room. 
She’d love to hear from 
anyone aged 9-12. A 
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Send us your animal poems, painti 


ngs and drawings and we'll print a 


selection of the very best ones in each issue. Make your drawings as colourful 


as possible. Your poems don't have to r 


Adam Cooper (10) 
BLACK CAT 

Black cat, black as the night 
Swishing of the tail 

A flash of green eyes 

The gleam of white teeth 
And the silent tread of his 
padded feet. 

Elizabeth Compton 
(12) 


hyme: good blank verse - the stuff 
that doesn't rhyme - is brilliant.... 





THE SQUIRREL 
Scampering squirrel 
bouncing through the 
leaves 

Carrying nuts for his 
winter store 

Bushy long brown tail 
swishing in the wind 
Ears twitching, he can 
hear every sound 
Now he has gone to 
sleep 

He is hibernating 
Laura 
Wilbraham (10) 


mn ay 

Well done to everyone 
who featured in this 
issue’s Fame At Last 
pages. And don't 
forget to keep your 
entries rolling in - 
because everyone 
featured in this issue 
and the rest of the 
1994 Fame At Last 
pages will receive a set 
of Yikes! colour crazy 
pencils and erasers 
from Berol Ltd. Each 
set includes Yikes! 
Treads, Triangles and 
Colouring Pencils and 
Yikes! Eraserama. 





T 























Send your answers on a postcard or on the back of a sealed envelope 
together with your name, age and address to: WHICH CONTINENT/ | 
Animal World, RSPCA, Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 IHG. 

The first ten correct answers drawn on the closing date will each win 

a specially selected book. 

closing date: 30 am! 1994 





